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Skateboard park for youth Optimists' dream 
Posted 1 day ago 

Expositor Staff 

PARIS - How many 60-year-olds do you know that want to make a big splash into skateboarding this year? 

The Paris Optimists are one such sexagenarian. The service club, founded in 1949, is hard at work in an effort to 
secure grants and land for a $360,000 skateboard park, at a Paris location to be determined. 

"It's in the discussion stages right now," 60th anniversary committee chairman Gord Simons said during a recent 
conversation at a Paris coffee shop. "We've worked very closely with Phil McColeman on it." 

The Brant MP confirmed that he will do his best to make the concept a reality. 

"I'm totally in support of this suggestion," he said. 

"I've spoken with members of their club, and I think it's an exciting project for Paris. We're hopeful we can help 
out. There are certainly no guarantees with any of this, but we're certainly in full support of it." 

If federal support does translate into dollars, Simons said, the next step will be to resume talks with the County 
of Brant. 

"We will then go after the county for a piece of land to put it on; it could take (one of) two formats, depending on 
the location." 

Simons added that 20 young skateboarders have formed their own committee and are hard at work raising funds 
and doing volunteer work. 

The recent construction and subsequent success of a skateboard park at Brant's Crossing "had nothing to do 
with it," Simons added. 

"We've had a demand here for a skateboard park for years. One of our members (Bev Brooker) has been very 
close to it and led the way with the skateboard people." 

In support of the project, Brooker and her skateboarding charges have set up "Welcome to Gnarnia," a fund-
raising demonstration and competition Friday (JUNE 5) at the existing skatepark at Syl Apps arena. 

"We have kind of a crappy skatepark at the arena," said Brooker, officially chair of the County of Brant's 
Skatepark Facilities Committee. "It's asphalt and metal, but they're making do with what they have." 

People are invited to come out and watch or participate, for a $5 entry fee. Regitration is set for 3 p.m. and the 
competition begins at 6:30. All participating skaters will be given a ballot to enter a draw for a chance to win an 
iPod, or a build-your-own-skateboard package. 

Event sponsor Distinct Skateboards.com will provide three prizes for skaters in each of the following events -- 
game of S.K.A.T.E., best line, best trick, top 12-and under skater, and Austin (best use of park in four minutes). 

The Optimists will provide a barbecue and soft drinks. 

"We just want to have the kids come out and enjoy the skateboarding thing and have people come out and 
watch," Brooker said. "It's a great sport and it keeps people off the computers." 

Word has spread to other skateboarding communities, and a few young skaters took the message to the 
Brantford pad at Brant's Crossing last weekend. One, Chris Dixon, wore a sandwich board promoting the 
Gnarnia event as he took his turns on the Brantford pad. 

Simons said that in addition to federal and municipal governments, the province may also have a stake in the 
Optimist project. 

"We're also looking at a Trillium grant," Simons said, "and the rest of our funding will come from in-kind 
processes. 

"We're fairly confident we can get in-kind donations from different people who would be supplying the 
skateboard park - cement, excavating, landscaping." 

The best-case scenario would be a grand opening next June. 
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"It would be a tremendous accomplishment for a club our size," he said. 

But as fellow club member Marilyn McCulloch quipped, "We're Optimists, so we can do it." 
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