
 

  

Student artists of every ilk and age 
By Rex Rutkoski 
VALLEY NEWS DISPATCH 
Thursday, April 16, 2009  

Lindsey Beining might be new to exhibiting her creative talents beyond the 
refrigerator door. 

But, the kindergarten student at Fawn Elementary believes she has a handle on 
why it is important to have an event like the Allegheny Valley Optimist Club's 
"Cultural Arts Expo 2009," under way today through Sunday in the Galleria at 
Pittsburgh Mills, Frazer. 

"It's so people can have fun and smile," says Lindsey, who is proudly displaying 
her self-described "glitter glue painting" there. 

Rege Fleck of Tarentum, Expo organizer and Optimist charter member, implies 
that Lindsey is on-the-mark with her observations. 

"Seeing the faces of the kids as their parents and grandparents and others 
admire their great talent on display has given me the most satisfaction about 
the Expo," he says. 

These "kids" come in a variety of ages, from preschool to post high school, 
displaying their artistic abilities in a public showcase that Fleck says reminds 
viewers there is considerable talent in schools throughout the Alle-Kiski Valley. 

Students from Highlands, Valley, Burrell, Springdale, Deer Lakes, St. Joseph, 
Oakbridge Academy and Northern Westmoreland Career and Technology 
Center are represented this year, along with home-schooled students. 

The fourth annual show, the second year at the mall, is a "true blend of the 
artist and community" that illustrates how both can work together, says Prissy 
Pakulski, Valley High art teacher. The Optimist Club, long a supporter of youth, 
"sees the good in the creative process," she says. 

"It's a great way to give back to a community that has served us so well," says 
Fleck, who says this year's showcase is the biggest yet, with more than 700 
pieces from over 300 students. 

There will be performances at noon Friday by Colfax Upper Elementary 
Chamber Singers, drumline and jazz band; and again at 6 p.m. Friday by the 
Chamber Singers. 

By random drawing, the Optimists have presented their first show scholarship 
to Springdale High School. The $500 was awarded to Springdale senior 
graphics artist Tyler Tomasino for his community service. Tomasino designs 
posters and signs for clubs, school activities and the community, including this 
show. 

"He's a great student," says Springdale art teacher Jay Swigart, whose own 
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work is spotlighted at the Expo. The show and scholarship is a "wonderful way" 
of building advocacy for the arts, he says. "The show is a good way for students 
to have their day to shine, take their parents and become advocates of art." 

Swigart encourages his students to exhibit and volunteer their artistic talents in 
efforts such as painting windows for community causes and other projects. "I 
want them to learn to share their art work. If you are talented and don't share, 
it's a waste," he says. 

Such giving of oneself "let's me be creative," says Tomasino, "and makes me 
feel good." Tomasino has designed posters to represent each of the schools in 
the Expo. He also has digitally designed a self-portrait of himself in the school 
hall, which appears to be exploding. "It represents the energy of one person," 
he says.  

The value of this Expo at such a large venue cannot be overestimated says 
Doug Ward, also a Springdale art teacher. "My students create wonderful works 
of art. The problem is that they have very few places to show it," he says. 

Exhibiting is another layer of the learning process, adds Louise Harvilla, who 
teaches Middle School students in the Highlands School District. "Students 
grow so much from taking part in these events," she says. "They gain a sense 
of accomplishment that a grade on a printed report card cannot give." 

"They are excited to be part of an event that seems so grown up, at such an 
impressive location. Imagine how exciting it is for a child to hear someone 
express pleasure at viewing something that he or she made and exhibited in 
the art show," says Mary Kay Miller, who teaches art to grades K-5 at Fawn and 
Heights elementary schools in Highlands. 

Fawn Elementary first-grader Clairissa Kubicko thought last year's show was no 
less than "awesome" and can't wait to show off her rainbow jellyfish 
interpretation. "I like jellyfish!" she says enthusiastically. "Jellyfish are cute. 
They look fluffy. If I ever had a jellyfish, I would name it Fluff." 

Deer Lakes junior Shonie Butler hasn't named the ceramic vase she has 
entered, but she hopes its theme will inspire people to "respect nature and the 
environment." 

She also took part in last year's Expo and wants to see it continue. "It's 
important to show the community that the arts program is worthwhile," Butler 
says. 

Exposure in the Expo "does wonders" for a student's pride and self-esteem, 
says teacher Kathy Jozefov of Northern Westmoreland Career & Technology 
Center, New Kensington. "The student who is overshadowed at school, for 
whatever reason, sees their work being admired and blossoms as an 
individual," she says. 

That's what makes it all worth while, Rege Fleck says. 

Rex Rutkoski can be reached at rrutkoski@tribweb.com or 724-226-4664.  
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